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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A system for performing a business process, 
comprising: / 

a first version of a business application that is 
identified using a first version /identifier and executed by 
a first client to perform a particular business process ; 
and I 

a second version of the business application that is 
identified using a second versiion identifier and executed 
by a second client to perform th/e business process, wherein 
the second client is coupled t/o the first client using a 
communication link and the second version of the business 
application is operable to determine a selected one of the 
first version of the business/ application and the second 
version of the business aEfplication to initiate the 
business process based upon the first version identifier 
and the second version identi/fier. 

2. The system of Claim 1, wherein: 

the second version of the business application 
comprises a version identification module operable to 
generate a version identification request for communication 
to the first client, wherein the version identification 
request is associated with the particular business process 
and generated according /to a version identification 
protocol supported by the/ first version of the business 
application and the seqond version of the business 
application; and 

the first version / of the business application 
comprises a version idefritif ication module operable to 
initiate communicating the first version identifier to the 
second version of the business application in response to 
the version identif icatiqn request- 
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3. The system of Claim 1, wherein the second version 
of the business application is operable to control the 
business process if the first version of the business 
application is not higher than the/ second version of the 
business application. 

4. The system of Claim 3, wMerein the second version 
of the business application furtper comprises a business 
process module operable to: 

generate a first business message associated with 
the business process for communication to the first 
client, the first business message generated according 
to the first version of the business application; and 

initiate retrieving / from the first client a 
second business message generated according to the 
first version of the business application. 



im /3 , 



5. The system of Claim /3, wherein the first version 

of the business application / further comprises a status 

message module operable to generate a status message for 

/ 

communication to the second client to indicate the presence 
of a business message associated with the business process, 
the status message generated according to a status message 
protocol supported by the /first version of the business 
application and the second version of the business 
application . 

6. The system of Cl'aim 1, wherein the first version 
of the business applicat(ion is operable to control the 
business process if the/ first version of the business 
application is higher than the second version of the 
business application. 
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7. The system of Claim 6, wherein the first version 
of the business application furthe:^ comprises a business 
process module operable to: 

initiate retrieving frofti the second client a 
first business message associated with the business 
process, the first business message generated 
according to the second /version of the business 
application; and 

generate a second b£xsiness message associated 
with the business process for communication to the 
second client, the secorya business message generated 
according to the second version of the business 
application . 

8. The system of Clai'm 6, wherein the second version 
of the business applicati^on further comprises a status 
message module operable to generate a status message for 
communication to the first/ client to indicate the presence 
of a business message associated with the business process, 
the status message generated according to a status message 
protocol supported by the second version of the business 
application and the first version of the business 
application . 
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n identifier associated with 
application used by a first 



9. A method for perfoj^ming a business process, 
comprising : 

determining a first versic 
a first version of a business 
client to perform a business phrocess; 

determining a second version identifier associated 
with a second version of the business application used by 
a second client to perform the 

determining a selected one; 
business application and the se 
application to initiate the bus j 



business process; and 
of the first version of the 
cond version of the business 
iness process based upon the 
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first version identifier and the second version identifier. 

10. The method of Claim /9, further comprising: 
generating a version /identification request for 

communication to the first c]/ient; and 

receiving the first version identifier in response to 
the version identification request. 

11. The method of Claim 10, wherein the step of 
generating comprises generatiing the version identification 
request according to a version identification protocol that 
is supported by the fir/st version of the business 
application and the seccjnd version of the business 
application . 
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12, The method of I Claim 9, further comprising 
controlling the business drocess by the second version of 
the business application! if the first version of the 
business application is nqt higher than the second version 
of the business application. 
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The method of Claim 



.2, further comprising: 



generating a first business message associated with 



the business process for commur 
the first business message gene 
version of the business applic 



first client according to the f 
application . 



ication to the first client, 
rated according to the first 
at ion; and 



retrieving a second business message generated by the 



14 . The method of Claim 



receiving a status message generated by the first 
client according to a status! message protocol that is 



supported by the first version 



and the second version of the business application, the 
status message indicating tie presence of a business 



irst version of the business 



12, further comprising: 



of the business application 



message associated with the b 
retrieving the business 



isiness process; and 

aessage from the first client 



in response to the status mespage . 

15. The method of Claim 9, further comprising 
controlling the business prqcess by the first version of 
the business application it the first version of the 
business application is highjer than the second version of 
the business application. 

16. The method of Cladjm 15, further comprising: 
retrieving from the second client a first business 

message associated with the business process, the first 
business message generated according to the second version 
of the business application; and 

communicating to the second client a second business 
message generated according to the second version of the 
business application. / 
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17. The method of Claim fl.5, further comprising: 
receiving a status message generated by the second 
client according to a status message protocol supported by 
the first version of the bitsiness application and the 
second version of the business application, the status 
message indicating the presjence of a business message 
associated with the business [process; and 

retrieving the business message from the second client 
in response to the status message. 



18. The method of Claim 9, further comprising: 
performing the business /process according to the first 
version of the business application if the first version of 
the business application is not higher than the second 
version of the business application; and 

performing the business process according to the 
second version of the business application if the first 
version of the business application is higher than the 
second version of the busi:iess application. 
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19- A business applica 
process, the application 
medium and operable to execu 

determining a first vers 
a first version of the busi 
client to perform a business 

determining a second 
with a second version of the 
a second client to perform t 

determining a selected o 
second client to initiate th 
the first version identif 
identifier . 



:ion for performing a business 
2d on a computer-readable 
le the following steps: 
ion identifier associated with 
s application used by a first 
process ; 

rsion identifier associated 
business application used by- 
te business process; and 
ne of the first client and the 
2 business process based upon 
ler and the second version 



jine s 



ve 



generating a version 
communication to the first c 



20. The business applflcation of Claim 19, further 
comprising ; 

identification request for 
lient; and 

receiving the first veijsion identifier in response to 
the version identification ]-equest. 

21. The business application of Claim 20, wherein the 



step of generating compirp. 
identification request 
identification protocol th 



comprising controlling the 
version of the business app 
the business application 1 
version of the business app 



ses generating the version 
according to a version 
t is supported by the first 



version of the business application and the second version 
of the business application. 

22. The business application of Claim 19, further 



business process by the second 
ication if the first version of 
s not higher than the second 
lication . 
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the first business message ge; 



23. The business applicpation of Claim 22, further 
comprising : 

generating a first busiiiess message associated with 
the business process for commi nication to the first client, 



erated according to the first 
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version of the business application; and 

retrieving a second business message generated by the 
first client according to thef first version of the business 
application . 

24. The business app3|ication of Claim 22, further 
comprising : 

receiving a status mdssage generated by the first 
client according to a status message protocol that is 
supported by the first versflon of the business application 

the business application, the 
the presence of a business 
message associated with th^ business process; and 

retrieving the business message from the first client 
in response to the status message . 



and the second version of 
status message indicating 
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25- The business application of Claim 19 further 
comprising controlling tl|e business process by the first 
version of the business application if the first version of 
the business application lis higher than the second version 
of the business application. 
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26. The business application of Claim 25, further 
comprising : 

retrieving from the seccynd client a first business 
message associated with the fcusiness process, the first 
business message generated according to the second version 
of the business application; /and 

communicating to the sefcond client a second business 
message generated according/ to the second version of the 
business application. 



27. The business application of Claim 25, further 
comprising : 

receiving a status rfiessage generated by the second 
client according to a status message protocol supported by 
15 the first version of tne business application and the 

second version of the lousiness application, the status 
message indicating the / presence of a business message 
associated with the busiiness process; and 
\'n retrieving the busiAiess message from the second client 

'3 20 in response to the status message. 



28. The business/ application of Claim 19, further 
comprising : 

performing the bufeiness process according to the first 
25 version of the business application if the first version of 

the business applica/tion is not higher than the second 
version of the business application; and 

performing the/ business process according to the 
second version of rfhe business application if the first 
30 version of the business application is higher than the 

second version of the business application. 




